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2nd Tuesday 5 p.m. General Meeting

5:30 p.m. Auxiliary
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1st Thursday 5 p.m. ALR

Dear Legionnaires and the American 
Legion Post 519 family, Wow, November 
is here already, how quickly the time flies 
by. As we approach the Holidays, Lori 
and I wish everyone much happiness 
and hope that all of you have a great 
holiday season.  
 The past few months have 
brought many changes and challenges 
to our Post and our members. We 
continue to increase our membership 

and fellowship. We are approaching over 
1000 members with all of our combined 
family groups. This is great. 

The kitchen is doing well and hopefully 
we will continue to bring in members 
to eat as we expand our days of being 
open. 
 Another huge shout out and 
hearty THANK YOU to our Sons of the 
American Legion, for their donation 
of the new barstools, a much needed 
item that was so graciously done. 
Their fundraiser in September was 
well attended. Look for more events 
sponsored by them in the near future.
Oktoberfest also was well attended, and 
thanks to the Auxiliary and especially 
Leslie Vondra for coordinating the event.
 Veterans Day, we will have 
entertainment most of the day with a 
DJ in the early afternoon and a band 
after the Parade, please come on in and 
enjoy.
 As I mentioned last month,  we 
are holding the District 21 meeting at 
the Post on December 8, we will try 
to accommodate all our meetings and 

COMMANDERS MESSAGE

cont. on next  page...



Serving Dinner / Lunch • Patio Dinning • Groups • Catering
FEATURING FULL BAR & MARTINI MENU

Contemporary Cocktails & Aperitifs
Cognac • Port • Grappa • Dessert Wine • Exclusive Wine List

CELEBRATING 45 YEARS
DOWNTOWN PALM SPRINGS

760-325-3111
495 N Palm Canyon Dr.

www.RicciosSteakandSeafood.com

Serving Since 1981

760.320.5303
1027 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
Palm Springs, CA 92264

PPO# 16415

Yikes! we had a great event on 
September 28th. Great food 
(burgers and hot dogs). Special 
thanks to the whole son’s crew 
for being present and making 
sure that those in attendance 
had a great time! We had great 
music from Woody and the Retros. 
Thank you to Woody and gang for 
putting on a great performance 
for this event. It was awesome to 
gain some funds from this event to 
replenish part of all the Son’s have 

SAL CORNERcont. from last page...                 ELECTION RESULTS FOR POST 519 AND APPOINTEES
                 COMMANDER                                 JOHN PICKEN
                 1ST VICE COMMANDER              GUIDO PORTANTE
                 2nd VICE COMMANDER              LEE WILSON JR.
                 3RD   VICE COMMANDER           KEVIN KOCH
                 SGT-AT-ARMS                                  JEFFERY COLE
                 CHAPLAIN                                        MCARVIE CRAWFORD
                 1 YEAR EXECUTIVE BOARD       RUSANNE ANTHONY
                 2 YEAR EXECUTIVE BOARD       MIKE BERESH
                 2 YEAR EXECUTIVE BOARD       ED VONDRA
                 3 YEAR EXECUTIVE BOARD       ERNEST MEEKER
                 APPOINTED POSITIONS
                 ADJUTANT                      ED VONDRA  
                 ASSISTANT ADJUTANT             ERNEST MEEKER
                 FINANCE OFFICER             GARTH GILPIN
                 SERVICE OFFICER                                        SKIP BURT
                 JUDGE ADVOCATE                                     SKIP BURT
                 EXECUTIVE BOARD APPOINTEE           DOUGLAS CRON

POST 
EVERLASTING

Bill Beck
US ARMY

 2/9/1938 - 8/18/2024

still have our Sunday brunch, I ask for 
your patience while we conduct this 
important meeting which will be the 
last one of the year. 
 While at the Post please 
remember to be respectful of all 
members and practice non-partisan 
attitudes while at the bar. 
 As we continue to grow and 
prosper, let us keep in mind what we 
stand for at the Legion, as a patriotic 
veterans organization devoted to 
mutual helpfulness, we are here to 
help, provide guidance and social 
activities to all our veterans.
 Again as always thank you for 
your continued support.

John Picken
Commander Post 519
Johnrsqman@sbcglobal.net
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Look no further! Palm Desert Law Group is your trusted partner in estate 
planning. With our experience and dedication, we ensure your loved ones are 

protected for generations to come.
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SAL CORNER contributed to the post, our veterans 
and our community. Special thanks 
to Jan who challenged all to make 
a contribution to the Son’s. We 
have some great things coming 
up so please look for future 
announcements. 
 I would like to call out to all 
members of the Son’s to take part 
and help. Our meetings are on the 
4th Wednesday each month at 6 
pm. Would love if you could join 
our meetings when you are able. 
Please also know that we work 
very hard to support our post, 
veterans and community. Any 
Son’s member or others that can 
assist with a donation would be 
greatly appreciated. Please feel free 
to call me if you have any questions.
Respectfully, 
Mark Renner
Commander of the Son’s of the 
American Legion post #519
760-391-3838

707 E Tahquitz Canyon Way Suite G-9, 
Palm Springs, CA 92262

-All Foot & Ankle Conditions
-Custom Made Orthotics
-Nail Fungus Therapies
-Foot & Ankle Surgery
-Aesthetic and
  Cosmetic Procedures
-Corrective Foot Surgery
-Stem Cell Therapy
  PRP (Platelet Rich Plasma) 
-Varicose Vein Treatments
-Nurse Provided
  Sterile Medical Procedures

We accept Most
PPO Insurances & Medicare

VA Referrals Welcomed
760-507-4000 www.PalmSpringsPodiatry.com

A BIG HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO BETTYE 
COTTON!

You are one of our older members and can still 
“RAISE THE ROOF” & “ROCK THE HOUSE”!



760-904-6585

760-969-6977

Donna Larson, Realtor®

DRE #01325948

The Desert’s Real Estate Nesting 
& Investing Specialist

Coachella Valley Resident Since 1989

760-578-5372
3501 E. Ramon Road • Palm Springs, CA 92264

www.LarsonDesertRealty.com

ALA PRESIDENTS 
MESSAGE

The definition of the word fun is what 
provides amusement or enjoyment 
or relating to fun especially to social 
fun.  And the definition of fundraising 
is to engage in the organized activity 
of raising funds to support a cause, 
campaign, etc.  Well, I must say that 
the Auxiliary puts the fun in fundrais-
ing.  We would like to thank all that 
supported our Oktoberfest fundrais-
ing event.  What a great time.  Our 
Unit is very active with providing help 
to our military, Veterans, their families 
and the community.  We have been 
providing money to the Veterans Vil-
lage in Cathedral City for their laun-
dry funds and helping to stock their 
pantry.  We send funds to the ASYM-
CA at 29 Palms, helping with costs of 
events for children of the active mil-

itary.  We help with local girl scout 
and boy scout troops.  Girls State is 
one of our programs, and we send 
three girls every year. During the 
holidays, we help three families, 
along with other various holiday 
cheer events.  These are only a 
few activities that we do during the 
year.  Out next event for Fun-raising 
will be our Bake Sale on November 
30th.  We look forward to seeing 
you there and enjoying the kick off 
to the holiday season.  A huge thank 
you to our members that volunteer 
and donate their time and to our 
Post member that support us.  We 
could not do it without you.  Have a 
blessed Thanksgiving. 
 Danielle Pantanella/Unit ALA 
President



Assisted Living

“When only the 
best (care) will do”

344 N Sunrise Way • Palm Springs
(between Amado & Alejo)

(760) 322-3955
Visit us at:

www.hallmarkpalmsprings.com
Lic# 336412441

*VA Aid & Attendance Benefit May Assist.

VETERANS 
CORNER

John Picken joined the United States 
Marine Corps in 1977, he did his basic 
training at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, 
San Diego. From there he went to 
artillery training in 29 Palms, CA and 
spent 2 years there, he subsequently 
was sent to Okinawa for a year, then 
back to the U.S. to Camp Pendleton, CA. 

He was discharged in 1981. He started 
working as a recurrent lifeguard for 
the City of Huntington Beach where he 
stayed working part time for 33 years, 
He concurrently began working for 
the City of Redondo Beach as a Harbor 
Patrol officer in 1985, The Harbor Patrol 
was originally operated by the cities 
police department and then moved 
over to the fire department where 
John was trained as a firefighter as well 
as his law enforcement training, the 
Harbor Patrol was used as supplemental 
firefighters when needed. He worked 
his way up the Deputy Harbor Master 
working until his retirement in 2014, 
Johns career was highlighted by well 
over 1000 swimming and boat rescues 
while conducting both his jobs. He was 
instrumental in training over a hundred 
of water enforcement/rescue officers in 
basic boating rescue operations under a 
state training program, which he ended 
up operating as the lead instructor. He 
also qualified for Boat Captain status as 
a Coast Guard 100 ton license holder. 

For his work in the City of Redondo 
Beach he was awarded a medal of 
valor in 2009. After his retirement 
he worked as a yacht salesman until 
moving to the desert permanently 
in 2022. He plays golf whenever he 
can and enjoys being a foodie. He 
has been married to Lori since 2000, 
and his blended family include 3 
daughters, 2 granddaughters and 1 
grandson and 1 great granddaughter. 

WADE LAW GROUP
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

- Estate Planning - 
- Probate -

- Trust Administrator -

“Building Your Trust”

562-372-6733



 REMEMBER
 All you Veterans need

 to know 
about your DISCOUNTS

All Year Round 
and holidays are EVEN BETTER!

Just Google

"Veterans Discounts" 

and/or 

legion.org 

to know your benefits.

•INSTALLATIONS
•CLEANING

•INVERTER REPLACEMENTS
•MONITORING

•REMOVAL & REINSTALL
•POOL SOLAR

•SUB-CONTRACTING
•CLEANING

•SERVICE
Proudly Serving Southern California 

ELECTRICITY RATES ARE NOT GOING DOWN, CALL OR ORDER TODAY
Info@SolarPanelDoctors.com - (760) 925-7983 - (714) 944-5868 

SCAN TO 
      ORDER NOW

Family owned and operated 
for over 40 years.

68-399 Perez Rd.
Cathedral City, CA 92234

760-324-3300
bobsabrepair@gmail.com

www.bobsabrepair.com
(Powder Coating Available)

Specializing in Modern Collision Repair
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CRANBERRIES YAMS OVER EATING PIE

CORNBREAD MACY'S PARADE THURSDAY FOOTBALL

GRAVY DINNER FAMILY PILGRIMS

TURKEY NOVEMBER GRATITUDE FEAST





ALA UNIT 519 VISITS 
AL POST 426

There was a Face Book blog of, families that were 
affected by the Line Fire. Me living in Yucaipa, decided 
to go visit Post 426 on September 11th and meet The 
New ALA President Heather Nelson.
She continued to speak of the families that became 
suddenly  homeless, No clothes or food. So our Unit 
voted to donate Walmart Gift Cards to support the 
needy.
Continuing our mission, to assist, support the needy 
and take care of our veterans.

April O’Neil/2nd VP ALA 519 (left) and ALA President 
of Unit 426 in Yucaipa, Heather Nelson (right)

ALA JR. WINS AWARD
Rebeka Flores, our ALA Junior winning an award for her 
“POPPY SCRAPBOOK” with the State!
How exciting! The book contained her years work with 
being Ms Junior Poppy with our Unit 519
Congratulations Rebeka!



FYI
Thursday & Friday 

Lunch: 11-2pm
Friday Dinner: 
5:30 - 8:00pm

Sunday: 10:00 - 2pm

ALA Chili Night 
November 18th, 
For $5 you get 

Chili and 
Cornbread 

5-7 pm
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Word  Scrabble Answers!
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SUNDAY
MONDAY

TUESDAY
WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Brunch
10am-2pm

Brunch
10am-2pm

 
Reggie ‘Vision’ Alexander

Brunch
10am-2pm

Kim & Michelle

Brunch
10am-2pm

S.A.L. Meeting
@6pm
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Wayne Allen Group

Fleet Eston

N
O

VEM
B

ER
 2024

A.L. Riders Meeting
@ 6pm

House Committee 
Meeting @ 10am

E.B. Meeting
@ 5pm

A. M. Vets Meeting
@11am

Color Guard Meeting
@6pm

General Meeting 
@5pm

A.L.A. Meeting
@5:30pm

AL Riders 
Burger Night $10

5-7pm
ALA

Craft Festival &
Bake Sale
9am-3pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Veteran’s Day
Monday Night Football

Monday Night Football
Brian Scott

Lunch 11-2pm

Lunch 11-2pm

Lunch 11-2pm

ALA Chili Night $5
5-7pm

Monday Night Football

Lunch 11-2pm
Dinner 5:30-8pm

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Events TBD


